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FEATURED SPEAKER AT THE SEPTEMBER GUILD MEETING

Dean Nelson is the founder and director of the journalism program at Point Loma 
Nazarene University in San Diego. He writes occasionally for The New York 

Times, The Boston Globe, Christianity Today, Sojourners, and several other national 
publications. He has won several awards from the Society of Professional Journalists for 
his reporting, and has written or co-written 11 books, mostly on spirituality themes. 
Nelson is a frequent speaker at writing workshops and conducts retreats that focus on 
spiritual depth.

Last month he won three awards from the local chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists.

PLNUôs Dr. Dean Nelson, professor of journalism, took home the top award in three 

cont. p.3 September Speaker

August 25th was a busy night in San Diego. You 
could have been watching the Padres play 

baseball, sort of. Or you could have watched the 
Chargers play their game in Mission Valley, oré You 
could have heard some great tips about how to utilize 
a writerôs conference, and other hints about writing. 
Jean Jenkins was a wonderful resource to all of us. 
She is a low-key speaker, an experienced conference 
organizer, writer and workshop leader. She has served 
as a reviewer for submissions in ñRead and Critiqueò  
groups and conference sessions.

 Do you know what a ñcozyò is? This is the kind 
of terminology that you learn at a conference. This 
just might be the genre you had been creating, and 
didnôt know how to describe it. A ñcozyò is the kind of 
book, besides Romance novels, that I read everynight 
before I go to bed. They usually feature an older, 
female protagonist.  The murder happened off-stage, 
there is a pet or two involved, and the crime is solved 
by a novice.

 This is one of the hottest genres being published 
right now. Lillian Jackson Braun with her The Cat 
Who... series and Rita Mae Brown & Sneaky Pie 

Brown with their Mrs. Murphy cat detective series are just 
two examples. They are easy, comfortable reading.

 If you google writers conferences, you will find lots 
of information. Then you can also shorten your search to 
California, if you want.

 Here are a few conferences to get you started.  
The So-Cal one that Jean works with is online at 
www.writersconference.com. Also, check into www.
lajollawritersconference.com, the SDSU writers 
conference, and in our program this month, Dr. Dean 
Nelson will be sharing with us about the PLNU conference 
on Inspirational/Christian writing.

 Rev. Richard West saved the day(night). It was a 
hot, humid, non-typical San Diego day. I am a ñdelicate 
flowerò and tend to melt in the heat. He went over to 
Trader Joeôs and bought some cookies and chips for us. 
Thank you very much!

 
 
 

 



During the August 25 
Guild meeting, an 

audience member suggested 
glibly that our speaker, 
longtime Writers Conference 
Consultant Jean Jenkins, 
might well be testing a 
pre-publication Writers 
Conferences for Dummies 
manuscript.

In fact, freelance editor 
Jenkins (www.MsRewrite.
com) led the 
group through 
a minefield of 
conference 
taboos and 
tricks, 
including 
details 
regarding 
tuition 
variables, faculty 
considerations, 
etiquette, 
submission tactics, read-
and-critique guidelines, and 
approaching agents and 
editors.

Jenkins proved how 
writers conferences are 
currently a major part 
of the American cultural 
landscape, including San 
Diegoôs ñBig Fourò---
)Southern California, San 
Diego State University and 
Point Loma Nazarene annual 
gatherings ----plus many 
others throughout the state.

 A bakerôs dozen tips for 
conference hopefuls: 

 ðE-mail manuscript 
submissions  are now 
acceptable to editors, 
agents and conference staff. 

 ðYour personal 
experience ñplatformò is 
important.

 ðTry to network with a 

BY ELLEN SHAW-TUFTS

HOW TO SHINE AT THE (NEXT) 
WRITERS CONFERENCE

ñbuddiesò group.
 ðTape recorders are OK 

for one-on-one groups but 
no video recorders!

 ðKeep your business 
card, POB and web site  
adresses available.

 ðTry for one-on-one 
meetings with staff.

 ðListen at critique 
sessions and donôt bleed to 
the touch!

 ðAsk ñMay I 
send you?ò when 

appropriate.
ðRemember 

the short 
story genre 
is still a 

hard sell!
 ðAgents 

and editors are 
finally starting to 

accept synopses.
 ðMake an early 

decision about joining the 
bar scene.

 ðThe ladiesô room 
waiting line is a 
surprising(?) gossip source.

 ðExhibit confidence, but 
leave your ego at home!

 Jenkins served as a co-
director of the Southern 
CA Writers Conference for 
nine years and sheôs also 
lectured and taught ñThe Art 
of the Re-write ñ at other 
groups.

Our lucky speaker 
graciously turned over her  
winning raffle ticket for a  
Gift Certificate for another 
draw  to an audience 
member who vanished 
before this writer could 
identify him or her for the 
article. 

HOT TIPS, COOL SUGGESTIONS 
AT  AUGUST MEETING

variables, faculty 

 ðAsk ñMay I 
send you?ò when 

appropriate.
ðRemember 

the short 
story genre 
is still a 

hard sell!
 ðAgents 

and editors are 
finally starting to 

accept synopses.
 ðMake an early 

A
bakerôs 

dozen tips for 
conference 
hopefuls...

$ Living Well In San 
Diego On Any Income

Three Hour Seminar by Local 
Author Sally Gary

 

Come learn essential information on how you can offset 
escalating costs of gas, utilities, food and everything in 
general in this new era of rising prices.  This fun class  
includes: spectacular freebies, deluxe bargains, discount 
stores, wholesale clubs, factory outlets, liquidation, resale 
market, online shopping, plus autos, appliances, apparel, 
housing/free rent; medical and legal deals; free money for 
college; free & bargain travel; fabulous free things to do 
locally; how to raise quick cash, and tons more. 

Whether you want to save for a down payment on a 
house, pay off your mortgage and retire early, or just cut 
back on expenses and have a fabulous lifestyle while doing 
so, this class is for you.  Itõs like a pay raise! 

 
Class fee $29  (plus $18 payable in class for copy of the 

NEW 9th Edition of
òThe Best Deals, Steals, Freebies & Bargains in San 

Diegoó by Sally Gary, plus other materials.
For information and to register, call Grossmont College 

Community Learning, (619) 660-4350

Paid Advertisement

In October, Guild member Sally Gary is coming out with 
the 9th edition of her book,
The $Best Deals, 

Steals, Freebies and 
Bargains in San Diego.

Herman Melville (1819-1891)




